
ACE ENGLISH 

EN0720 Humanities Seminar 
Humanities Seminar is an interdisciplinary- introduction course where students new to the ACE program 
get a chance to acclimate to ACE classrooms and community. Students learn how our government 
functions, what their rights are and where they came from. Students hone discussion skills through the 
study of our political system and current events. This course culminates with a project where students 
choose an issue and design a legislative bill that is presented to a mock Congress. 
Grade: 10-12   Credit: .33 

EN0820 Comparative Writing 
This upper-level writing class draws from two core texts: The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin and The 
Fire This Time by Jesmyn Ward. Both texts use personal narratives to explore the experience of being an 
African American over the past half-century. Through weekly writing assignments, students delve into the 
similarities and differences between the society in which Baldwin lived and modern society, which the 
students live in and Ward's book centers on. A few topics of discussion include identity, family/ancestry, 
social justice, and the importance of writing. Classwork is designed to sharpen students’ literary analysis 
skills, while also encouraging them to articulate who they are as a person in today’s world. Culminating 
assessments include a final Socratic Seminar where all of the readings from the cycle are discussed, as 
well as a formally written personal narrative that would be worthy of putting in an anthology like Ward’s.  
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar  Credit: .33 

EN0020 Genre Reading 
This introductory reading class is designed to expose students to a variety of reading comprehension 
strategies in order to prepare them for standardized testing. The class focuses on a different genre every 
week, including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, plays, and satire by authors such as Orson Scott Card, David 
Sedaris, Malcolm Gladwell, Lorraine Hansberry, and Maya Angelou. Each week, students are expected to 
read a selection of texts in that week’s genre. First, they examine the texts to identify that genre’s 
characteristics, then they determine appropriate annotation strategies based on the genre and practice 
the strategies on additional readings. Students are required to answer questions for each genre that test 
how effective their annotation strategies would be in a timed setting. Finally, students participate in a 
weekly Socratic Seminar where they are expected to come prepared with their annotated readings from 
the week to discuss and analyze. The class culminates with a Genre Defense, wherein students are given 
a variety of readings that they must identify the genre of, defend why it fits in that genre with textual 
evidence, then annotate the reading accordingly. Students compile their final work into a Genre Guide for 
future reference. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar  Credit: .33 

EN0520 Creative Writing 
This class is centered around a culminating project of creating a self-published literary magazine. 
Throughout the class, students experiment with a variety of creative writing exercises and examine 
published authors from the perspective of a writer. Students will be able to identify and personally explore 
core literary elements, such as characterization, setting, sensory details, plot structure, and 
dialogue/narration. Depending on skill level, students could also explore more complex literary elements 
such as flashbacks, perspective, ambiguity, and extended metaphor. A majority of class time is spent as 
a writing workshop, wherein students get time to write, share with, and critique each other. As the class 
progresses, students formulate concepts for a magazine, or “zine”, either working independently or in a 
small publishing group. The final weeks are focused on the zine publishing process, including advertising, 
creative design, formatting, and production. The last day of class, students distribute their zines to 
classmates, reading each other’s final work, as well as outside literary zine examples from The Beat by 
Boston University Radio, Northeastern University’s Spectrum and Wanderlust zines, BHS’s own 
Refractions, and other local independent zines gathered from the Papercut Zine Library in Somerville.  
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar  Credit: .33 



EN0620 Informational Writing 
In an increasingly technological society, students need to be comfortable navigating and utilizing the vast 
tools and communities the internet affords us. This class is designed to introduce students to basic 
research and technology skills, in addition to writing skills, by creating personal blogs focused on student-
selected topics. Each week centers on a different informational text structure: description, compare & 
contrast, cause & effect, and problem & solution. Students begin each week by conducting research 
about that week’s post topic, taking notes and creating citations for their sources along the way. Then, 
they are given time in class to outline and draft the post, utilizing rubrics to self and peer edit. After 
gaining teacher-approval that the post’s content and grammar is of publishable quality, students are 
taught how to format their writing on their blog’s website, using sites such as WordPress, Wix, and 
Weebly. These basic skills are the foundation of modern independent businesses as well as journalism, 
giving students an authentic experience in potential career paths while strengthening outlining, drafting, 
and editing skills.  
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar  Credit: .33 

EN0220 Novel Concepts 
In Novel Concepts, students read literature that explores the themes of identity and community, 
prompting students to contemplate: How do I define myself? To what extent can we choose who we are 
and what we become? How am I defined by family, friends, race, gender, social class, religion? Students 
read works such as Song of Solomon, Into The Wild, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, 
and others. Not only will students learn how key literary elements manifest in a novel-length text, but they 
will also reflect on their ability to sustain silent reading, using strategies to become aware of their 
challenges and ultimately improve their reading skills. Students are given time in class to practice reading 
strategies, but are expected to continue reading outside of class. The class culminates with an analytical 
paper and a creative project that draws upon the conclusions of the analysis.  
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar  Credit: .33 

EN1820 Dramatic Literature 
In this course, students learn how to read between the lines in a play to determine character's 
motivations, relationships, and connection to the themes. The class begins by reading the play and 
watching different actors’ interpretations of the characters. Students are then taught to analyze a 
character from the play by directing and performing a monologue spoken by that character. Students 
could either choose a monologue straight from the play or write their own imagined monologue from the 
perspective of a character. In collaboration with the drama department, students are coached on 
monologue delivery and stage presence. Students also make staging and costuming decisions, 
articulating why they made those decisions using text-based reasoning. Students are expected to perform 
their monologue for the class, or record it to be played in class. The audience must then give feedback or 
ask questions about the execution, appropriateness, and subtle symbolism of the performance. By 
becoming an intricate part of the play itself, students are able to access and retain its core lessons in a 
more engaging and lasting way.  
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar  Credit: .33 

EN0420 Thematic Literary Analysis 
This course is designed to expose students to philosophical questions about the morals and direction of 
modern society, as well as to work intensively to improve students’ reading and writing skills. Students 
begin this course by reading a variety of classic and modern texts centering on science fiction, fantasy, 
and dystopian literature (sometimes called “speculative fiction”).  Authors may include Margaret Atwood, 
Octavia Butler, Philip K. Dick, George Orwell, Ray Bradbury, Kurt Vonnegut, and H.G. Wells. Students 
participate in frequent Socratic Seminars about the readings, demonstrating the ability to draw 
connections between different readings, keep track of theme development, and relate the themes to their 
own lives and experiences. The final project requires students to write an 6-8 page paper using evidence 
from the class readings to inform and delineate a potential utopian or dystopian society. In addition to the 
paper, students must choose a creative project that demonstrates an aspect of their imagined society. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar  Credit: .33 



EN0320 Conflict and Characterization in Literature 
This upper-level reading class focuses on analyzing more complex literary and poetic elements through 
the lens of hip hop music. The course begins by introducing students to the cultural history of hip hop 
through readings and documentaries, examining the conflicts and themes that sparked and continue to 
fuel rap music. Students are then given weekly playlists to listen to and study. By analyzing different 
rappers’ “flow” style, students articulate their varying use of metaphor and simile, rhyme scheme, rhythm, 
allusions, sound devices like assonance, and more. Students discover patterns in rappers’ poetic 
methods and themes that contribute to their characterization. To demonstrate their understanding of the 
connection between the conflicts in hip hop and the way the musicians characterize themselves, students 
create and present their own “alter egos” that require them to decide which conflicts are central to their 
identities and how they would characterize themselves through their songs’ topics/themes and flow style. 
Students are encouraged to write their own raps that demonstrate the poetic devices studied. This class 
brings the nebulous task of poetic analysis to a tangible, daily hobby for many students. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar  Credit: .33 

EN1120 Personal Narratives 
What makes me who I am? What kind of future would be fulfilling for me? What are my strengths and 
struggles? These questions are all at the forefront of high school seniors’ minds. This course is designed 
for graduating students to reflect upon their lives and their futures post-high school through creative 
nonfiction writing. The final product is an essay that can be used for college applications. Students read 
personal narrative examples ranging from NPR’s This I Believe essays to previously graduated BHS 
students’ college essays. Students are also given time to write supplemental essays, resumes, and cover 
letters. A core tenant of the class is frequent peer feedback sessions and self-reflective practices. This 
class gives students space to practice the project-management and independence that they will need for 
college.  
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar  Credit: .33 

EN1520 Literary Criticism  
In this course, students are given a choice between three different ways to access Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet: graphic novel, No Fear Shakespeare, and the original text. Special attention is put on close-
reading skills, which requires students to look at the original text regardless of their text choice. The class 
also watches clips from the BBC production of Hamlet and discusses the creative choices of that 
performance. Students practice analyzing texts through critical lenses such as formalist, reader response, 
psychoanalytic, gender/feminist, and sociological. Students select a focus lens and participate in frequent 
discussions where different lenses’ perspectives are shared and compared. The class culminates with a 
written critical analysis of at least one of the soliloquies, in addition to selection from a variety of creative 
projects that require students to draw upon their critical lens awareness.  
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar  Credit: .33 

EN1320 Capstone 2 
EN1420 Capstone 3 
These are the 2nd and 3rd Capstone courses that all ACE students must complete in order to 
graduate.  In EN1320, students use the extensive research that they completed in their first Capstone 
class (SO1320) to then outline, draft, and edit a 10-page paper that details their research findings. This 
paper must take a position on the social justice issue that they chose and write a thorough argument to 
support their position, citing facts from their research and citing them in a detailed bibliography that 
follows standard MLA format.  Students must submit multiple drafts for teacher and peer feedback to craft 
a college-level paper.  In EN1420, students carry out and document their "legacy" projects such as 
leading workshops in elementary schools, attending protests against gentrification, volunteering at food 
banks and soup kitchens, and more. The course then culminates in a public Capstone presentation to 
their family and peers which includes a powerpoint presentation capturing their major research findings 
and chronicling their legacy project work.    
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Capstone 1  Credit: .33 



ACE Mathematics 
The ACE Math Course Sequence focuses on the development of competence in algebraic concepts 
through an exploratory approach that incorporates project-based and student-centered learning.  ACE 
courses are derived from traditional high school math courses: the topics that would be covered in a year-
long class are split into three separate modules each of which is worth a third of a credit.  Some courses 
may be taken out of sequence as long as their individual prerequisites are met.  Students must 
demonstrate competence on benchmark skills identified for each course - this competence is the basis of 
the credit and grade determination. 

MA0920 Statistics Seminar 
All students entering ACE take a pair of seminar courses which serve to introduce students to 
competency-based education and the ACE program.  The statistics seminar is meant to prepare students 
to interpret and analyze statistical information in future math and science courses.  Topics covered 
include measures of central tendency, direct and indirect variation, rates, percentages and other 
foundational measures, as well as probability and distribution. 
Grade: 10-12   Credit: .33 

MA0420 Algebra 1 
An exploration of linear functions focused primarily on algebraic and graphical representations.  Students 
will construct and solve systems of linear equations and linear inequalities and then will explore linear 
programming and other applications from economics through the central projects in the course. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

MA0720 Introduction to Algebra 2 
An exploration focused on preparing students for future work with elementary functions.  Students will 
develop an analytic framework that enables them to make use of structure when working with 
transformations, combinations, compositions, and inverses of functions. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

MA0120 Algebra 2A 
An exploration of quadratic functions focused primarily on algebraic and graphical 
representations.  Students will apply algebraic techniques to quadratic expressions to reveal key features 
of their corresponding graphs.  Students will use technology to model phenomena in the real word with 
quadratic functions through the central projects in the course. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Statistics Seminar & Introduction to Algebra 2  Credit: .33 

MA0220 Algebra 2B 
An exploration of exponential and logarithmic functions focused primarily on algebraic and graphical 
representations.  Students will apply algebraic techniques to exponential and logarithmic expressions to 
reveal key features of their corresponding graphs.  Students will develop an understanding of the 
properties of exponents and logarithms and will explore various financial and scientific mechanisms 
(compound interest, annuities, radiometric dating, population modeling,... etc.) through the central 
projects in the course. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Statistics Seminar & Introduction to Algebra 2  Credit: .33 

MA0320 Algebra 2C 
An exploration of the algebraic techniques employed in solving radical, quadratic, exponential and 
logarithmic equations.  Students will develop skill systems of equations and inequalities composed from 
these families of functions. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Statistics Seminar & Algebra 2A & Algebra 2B  Credit: .33 

MA0820 Precalculus A 
An exploration of polynomial and rational functions focused primarily on algebraic and graphical 
representations.  Topics include: synthetic division, the remainder theorem, the rational roots theorem, 
and the fundamental theorem of algebra.  Students will examine the use of polynomials in graphics, 
animation, and design through the central projects of the course. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Statistics Seminar & Algebra 2C  Credit: .33 



MA0520 Precalculus B 
An exploration of right-triangle, oblique-triangle, and unit-circle trigonometry.  Students will examine the 
use of triangle-trigonometry in surveying and navigation, and will also apply sinusoidal models to 
observable phenomena drawn from different fields.  Through the central projects in the course, the 
students will also have the opportunity to develop an understanding of the use of parametric functions. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Statistics Seminar & PreCalc A  Credit: .33 

MA0620 Precalculus C 
Students will use technology to model datasets and related quantities drawn from various fields; through 
critique and examination of these models, students will continue to develop their understanding of the 
behavior of elementary functions.  Students will use regression and linearization techniques to develop a 
framework for calculus and will explore preliminary calculus concepts including: sequences and series, 
limits, and rates of change. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Statistics Seminar & PreCalc A & PreCalc B  Credit: .33 

MA1220 Calculus A 
An exploration of continuity, limits, and derivatives.  Students will develop methods of differentiation for 
polynomial, radical, and rational functions.  Students will examine the derivatives of exponential and 
trigonometric functions through experimentation with graphical representations using technology. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Statistics Seminar & PreCalc C  Credit: .33 

MA1320 Calculus B 
An exploration of integrals.  Students will develop methods of integration for polynomial, radical, and 
rational functions.  Students will examine the integrals of exponential and trigonometric functions through 
experimentation with graphical representations using technology. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Statistics Seminar & Calc A  Credit: .33 

MA1420 Calculus C 
An exploration of the applications of derivatives and integrals.  Students will also develop additional 
techniques for differentiation and integration of composite functions.  Students who complete Calculus A, 
B, and C will be prepared for success in college Calculus courses. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Statistics Seminar & Calc B  Credit: .33 

ACE Science 

SC0520 Ecosystems 
Students will identify biotic and abiotic factors in an ecosystem, and characterize ecosystems into the 
various biomes represented across the world by researching and presenting a poster on the ecosystems 
of various locations around the world, taking the class on a “Biome Safari.”  In the next unit students 
relate traditional food and culture to the ecosystem that birthed it by drawing connections between 
producers, consumers, and decomposers in a food web, and explaining how energy is transferred 
through photosynthesis and respiration.  Students will build a model to show this transfer of energy 
through the trophic levels of an ecosystem, before analyzing a trophic cascade relating to an invasive or 
extinct species. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SC0720 Population Dynamics 
In this course, students will understand how survival of the biotic parts of an ecosystem depends on the 
abiotic components by explaining the cycling of water in an ecosystem, describing the importance of 
natural resources for human society and categorizing them as renewable or limited.  Students then 
analyze how humans impact an ecosystem through resource consumption and habitat destruction by 
doing a case study on an endangered species.  Students then use computer modeling to investigate the 
relationships between population size, carrying capacity, and competition, and then recommend ways to 
reduce the level of human impact on the environment through a social action oriented sustainability 
campaign. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 



SC1520 Nutrient Cycles 
This class focuses on the importance of natural cycles in environmental sustainability, emphasizing the 
Carbon Cycle as a source of both problems and solutions to climate change.  Students first model the 
Carbon cycle in a research project focusing on forces and sinks of the Carbon cycle, paying special 
attention to combustion, respiration, and photosynthesis in terms of their products and 
reactants.  Students then investigate how humans may impact climate change and evaluate ways to 
reduce the level of human impact using a controlled experiment of the student’s own design.  Students 
employ greenhouse effect chambers and use computers to perform advanced mathematical analysis of a 
single aspect of climate change, then write a 5-10 page, college-level lab report following scientific journal 
format. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SC0120 Cell Biology 
This introductory biology course first asks students to define the characteristics of life and use them to 
evaluate the presence of life in a mock trial. Students then build physical 3D models or write analogies 
illustrating how the parts of the cell work together to perform life’s functions, before classifying cells as 
prokaryotic, eukaryotic, plant, animal, bacterial, protistic, or viral.  The final unit emphasizes the 
importance of osmosis, diffusion, and the selective permeability mechanisms of the cell membrane in a 
lab using dialysis tubing and various solutions. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SC0420 Genetics  
Students will explain how the subunits of DNA determine its structure and function and model the parts 
and processes of RNA transcription and translation in a series of quizzes requiring students to build Lego 
DNA strands.  Next students will relate superhero origin stories to explain how mutations in a DNA 
sequence may occur and classify mutations according to their effect.  A unit on the basis of genetic 
variation debunks race as a genetic construct, and then illustrates how meiosis in sexual reproduction 
results in genetic variation.  Students then research Gregor Mendel’s experiments and use punnett 
squares to predict the possible genotypic and phenotypic ratios resulting from a genetic cross, and 
compare and contrast complete, incomplete, and codominance, polygenetic traits, and multiple 
alleles.  Finally, students analyze the benefits and risks associated with stem cells, cloning, or genetically 
modified foods in a research poster project.   
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SC0220 Body Systems 
This biology class first requires students to describe the levels of specialization within multicellular 
organisms, then identify the structure and function of the major human organ systems. Students then 
investigate homeostasis using a frog dissection, and write a summary or give a presentation explaining 
how homeostasis maintains an optimal internal environment for the functioning of body 
systems.  Students will then apply knowledge of the reproductive system to sexual health by developing 
informational pamphlets for teens.  The final project asks students to explain how the respiratory and 
circulatory systems cooperate to exchange oxygen and carbon dioxide and apply knowledge of the 
muscular, nervous, and skeletal systems to exercise in an integrated research project on the exercise 
physiology of a particular athletic activity of the student’s choice. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SC0020 Evolution and Taxonomy 
Students learn to identify the characteristics and give examples of the major taxonomic kingdoms and 
describe how life is classified from broader into more specific categories by illustrating a calendar that 
proportionally shows all of geologic time. Students then apply the current taxonomic system to classify 
organisms in a scavenger hunt involving a trip to the Harvard Natural History Museum.  Students then 
use a series of game simulations to learn about evolution, and are able to explain how populations adapt 
to their environment through natural selection and distinguish between and give examples of natural, 
artificial, and sexual selection.  Finally, students describe pre-Darwinian ideas about the origin and 
unchanging nature of life on earth and explain how Darwin’s observations led to the development of the 
theory of evolution, evaluating evidence for the theory of evolution in a mock trial where they are lawyers 
defending Charles Darwin in court. 



Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SC1720 Chemical Elements 
Students first distinguish between physical and chemical changes of matter in an investigatory lab 
activity.  Students then learn to describe and classify the characteristics of matter by defining and 
differentiating between elements, compounds and mixtures, and describing the states of matter in terms 
of energy, particle motion, and physical properties.  Students use atomic models to better understand the 
structure of an atom by describing the development of modern atomic theory, and identifying the major 
components of the atom and how they interact.  Students then analyze trends on the Periodic Table 
including electron configurations and the placement of families of metals, non-metals, and metalloids by 
adopting and characterizing an element into a costume or cartoon character.  These characters and the 
properties of the elements they represent are then presented and pitted against each other in role play 
“battles” versus each other where students develop knowledge of chemical and physical properties into 
attacks and defenses.  Finally, students describe how elements form bonds and compounds, naming 
chemical formulas and classifying ionic and molecular compounds. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SC0820 Chemical Reactions 
In the first unit, students learn how to represent conservation of mass during chemical changes using 
chemical equations and appropriate calculations.  This unit asks them to apply the law of conservation of 
mass to balance chemical equations, use the concept of moles to convert mass, moles, and number of 
particles, and calculate the mass of one part of a chemical equation when given the mass of another 
part.  Students will then classify the different types of chemical reactions including endothermic vs. 
endothermic, single vs. double displacement, synthesis vs. decomposition, and combustion.  The final 
unit is on solutions.  Students first describe the concentration of a solution in terms of molarity, and 
characterize acid vs. base vs. salt solutions, then use the pH scale to characterize acid and base 
solutions and apply knowledge of acid-base neutralization to perform a titration of an acid of unknown 
molarity. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SC1420 Nutritional Science 
First, students must explain the structures and function of the digestive system.  From there, students 
identify, illustrate, and summarize the function of the major nutrients, and give examples of foods that 
contain high amounts of particular nutrients.  Once this basic biochemistry is understood, students are 
ready to describe the relative amounts and combination of nutrients that constitute homeostasis in the 
human body, and test a common food to quantify the relative and absolute amount of a nutrient that it 
contains.  Each student analyzes a different food available at the school and performs a series of four 
labs to test its sugar, lipid, starch, and protein content, then must synthesize the nutrient data from other 
students experiments to recommend constituents of a balanced diet in a ten page lab report.   
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SC1620 Advanced Lab in Forensic Science 
Students first understand the scientific basis of criminal investigation by relating the parts of the scientific 
method to the criminal investigation process, and giving examples of types of evidence that may be 
analyzed. Students then learn to describe and implement methods of identifying victims and suspects of a 
crime including applying knowledge of fly larvae development to determine time of death, classifying an 
unknown fingerprint, matching patterns to determine the identity of a DNA sequence, and analyzing blood 
spatter to infer location and type of weapon used.  The final project requires students to synthesize all 
that they have learned to construct a plausible scenario and sequence of criminal events based on crime 
scene evidence, and present how they would solve the case using forensic techniques. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 



ACE Social Studies 

SO1520 US/World Revolutions 
In this course students will develop historical thinking skills, with a focus on analyzing and using historical 
context to make inferences. They will unpack the experiences of both colonists and the British in early 
America leading up to and including the Revolutionary War.  The course will also do a case study of the 
Haitian Revolution and how it impacted the greater world.  By the end of the course students will be able 
to compare and contrast both revolutions and be able to identify elements of a revolution and pinpoint 
how the outcomes can be different depending on said context.  
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SO0220 US/World Political Systems 
This course is designed to both strengthen students’ knowledge about the United States government and 
introduce them to other government structures in the world with case studies of both China and North 
Korea.  Students will analyze the government institutions, political principles and ideologies of each 
country.  They will also examine how each government functions legislatively and how that impacts civil 
rights and civil liberties.  Students will learn how to create arguments for in-class debates about political 
issues which affect all three countries and be able to reference specific aspects of their respective 
political systems in the debate.    
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SO1620 US/World Impact of Slavery  
The goal of this course is for students to see the impact of slavery as it exists in the American and 
Brazilian context. They will research the experience of the life of both the enslaved and their modern day 
ancestors, and understand how and in what ways institutional racism has persisted throughout the 
histories of both countries and how it can be traced to the start of slavery.  
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SO1220 US/World Imperialism 
This course is designed to improve the analytical writing skills of students by studying Imperialism through 
the lens of growing industry. The students will read primary documents to understand the motive and 
impacts of imperialism and to find and use evidence to argue the validity of either side in a formal essay. 
The course will take a close look at case studies of imperialism in Cuba and the Philippines to analyze the 
impact of the Spanish and American intervention.   
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SO0320 US/World Civil Conflicts 
This course is designed to enhance argumentative writing skills through a compare and contrast essay on 
the the study of the US Civil War and a case study of Rwandan Civil War. Students will learn the causes 
and outcomes of each respective specific civil war and pick a particular aspect of the wars to 
compare/contrast with a developed thesis and evidence to create a compelling argument.     
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SO1120 US/World Human Rights 
In this course, students will enhance their research skills by examining how the definitions of human and 
civil rights have evolved over time in the world and the degree to which international law protects those 
rights.  Students will first look at how the US has historically defined these terms and in what ways our 
interpretation of those rights have changed over time.  Students will also look at the case study of the 
Holocaust, learning what led up to it and the violation of human rights which took place.  Finally, students 
will choose and research a civil/human rights movement and present the key ideological and strategic 
elements of that chosen movement. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 



SO1320 Capstone 
All students who graduate from ACE must successfully complete the Capstone series of 3 consecutive 
six-week classes. The first six-week class, SO1320 is a history course which guides students in choosing 
a social justice topic that they are concerned about.  Students then examine the history of the issue, the 
modern impact, and potential solutions to the issue.   Research could span everything from reading online 
databases to conducting first-hand interviews with key influencers and activists.  By the end of the course, 
students must have detailed notecards with relevant facts to support their argument.  In third six-week 
class (EN1420), ACE students complete the 3-Class Capstone Cycle in a culminating presentation to 
their family and peers which includes a powerpoint presentation capturing their major research findings 
and chronicling their legacy project work.  
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SO1420 Martin & Malcolm 
An interpretation of the lives and thought of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr. in the context of the 
civil rights movement. It will focus on the theological, political, cultural, and psycho-social views which 
informed their religio-moral thought and actions. The course will include films, autobiographies, 
biographies, collected writings and speeches, as well as interpretations of these two religious and political 
leaders. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

SO1720 Social Injustice 
The study of social justice involves questions of power, discrimination and institutionalized violence, 
deprivation and oppression. This course surveys major philosophical, theological, sociological, cultural, 
feminist, environmental and political theories of justice. In addition to these theoretical explorations, the 
course also focuses on narratives of injustice—how people have responded to liberate themselves and 
how those in power have endeavored to keep their privileged position. This course exposes students to 
both historical and contemporary instances of injustice and the various responses people have taken to 
rectify them, as well as to the practical, organizational aspects of Social Justice work.  
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

ACE Post Graduate Planning 

Career and Internship Exploration Seminar (CIES) 
Career and Internship Exploration Seminar is a trimester seminar broken down into four stages: 1). 
Interest Exploration 2). Career Path Informational Interviews 3). Job Shadows 4). Internship. Students 
may opt to take the seminar for one trimester or more, depending on how many stages of the seminar 
they hope to complete. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 

Post Graduate Planning (PGP) 
Post Graduate Planning (PGP) is a required semester long, senior level course for ACE students in which 
they work toward identifying their goals for the fall after their senior year and work toward achieving those 
goals by creating and executing a post graduate plan. Activities may include, but are not limited to, 
completing college applications, writing personal essays, researching careers, completing job 
applications, visiting colleges, completing scholarship applications, participating in financial seminars, 
researching and applying to apprenticeship programs, and researching GAP year opportunities. 
Grade: 10-12 Prerequisite: Humanities Seminar & Statistics Seminar  Credit: .33 
 


